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Dear Reader,
Welcome to Military Book News 44, for Autumn 2017. 

Where has the year gone already? I recall penning 
my piece for the spring edition back in March and 
it’s September already. Although I’m not quite sure, 
I might have seen my first Christmas advert on the 
television.

Thank you for all the positive feedback on the 
new look to the catalogue, it looks as though it’s gone 
down well amongst the readers.

In this issue of Military Book News, we welcome 
our new series ‘Warfare in the Age of Victoria’. Series 
Editor Dr Christopher Brice introduces us to this 
fascinating period of warfare and talks about the aims 
of the series and some of the new and forthcoming 
titles we can expect to see. We also have a look at 
our very popular ‘Africa@War’ series and examine the 
background to many of the conflicts that have taken 
place in Africa in the post-war and post-colonial 
period.

Peter Dennis, the man with the paper soldiers, is 
back again, this time in America. We will be launching 
two new books from Peter, covering the American 
War of Independence and the American Civil War. 
Peter is going to tell us what we can expect in these 
two new books and what to expect in 2018. Peter has 
also taken time out to add a free sheet of figures for 
the American Revolutionary period.

This edition’s writer’s spotlight turns to Russian 
Boris Megorsky. We shall shortly be publishing Boris’ 
first book for Helion on the Russian Army of the Great 
Northern War. This conflict has had little coverage 
in the West, and we at Helion hope to address 
this with more related titles in the coming years. 
Boris introduces us to the war and explains Russia’s 
involvement.

Following on from Boris’s feature we look at how 
a book cover is created. Military artist Steve Noon 
worked closely with Boris on the development of the 
painting we used for the new book on the Russian 
army in the Great Northern War and this edition’s 
front cover.

We wrap up this edition with a look back to some 
of the events we have attended, as well as giving 
you the dates of the shows we plan to go to this year 
and early next year. As some of you will already be 
aware, we are now becoming much more active on 
the show circuit, and look forward to meeting many 
of you at the trade shows in the months ahead! Keep 
an eye out for me at the Reading Wargames Show in 
November

That’s all for now, I hope you like the new look 
magazine and look forward to catching you again in 
the New Year.
Duncan Rogers 
Managing Director of Helion and Company 
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Out and about around the shows

In the last issue of Military Book News you may 
have seen our “Out and about around the shows” 
feature. Since then we’ve travelled far and wide 
around the UK, from Devon and the West Country, 
to Kent and as far north as Edinburgh. Being located 
in the Midlands, and close to the major motorways, 
is a big advantage when it comes to the logistics 
of attending these shows with most destinations 
being within about 4 hours travel from our base of 
operations. 

In all, by the time you read this, Helion will have 
attended around 20 of the biggest and best shows 
on the 2017 UK wargaming circuit. By the end of the 
year the total will be closer to 30 events and include 
our first overseas visit to Crisis 2017 in Antwerp.

In addition to wargaming shows we support 
the Conflict Studies Department at the University 
of Wolverhampton with their program of Great War 
Study Days, and the Western Front Association and 
the Great War Forum’s conferences in Birmingham. 
We’ve also been active in Leicester with Military 
History Live and the launch of Christopher Brice’s new 
book “Brave as a Lion”; both of these events also saw 
very positive input from the Sikh Museum Initiative.

All of the events that we have attended have 
been a hugely positive experience for Helion; they’re 
a great opportunity for us to show off our latest titles 
as well as some of our perennial favourites. Even 
though we live in the age of e-publishing and online 
ordering there is nothing quite like flicking through 
the pages of a real book. Our program of events isn’t 
only about us showing off our latest publications; 
the shows are a fantastic opportunity to meet many 
of our longstanding mail-order customers and put 
a face to those names; to meet people who may 
have been aware of Helion but not have purchased 
from us before; and to introduce ourselves to some 
customers new to Helion. 

Every customer is important to us and the 
events are an unparalleled opportunity to gather 
feedback on our products, to gauge areas of interest 
and to gather suggestions for future titles. We 
don’t only meet customers however; at Helion we 
absolutely thrive upon networking and the shows 
are an excellent place to meet prospective authors, 
artists, translators and reviewers for our titles.  

Andy Miles
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spotlight on the ‘africa@war’ series

At any given time, there are at least half 
a dozen conflicts taking place in Africa, 
from civil strife and brutal insurgencies 

to full-blown conventional wars. Yet, apart from 
the grand campaigns and battles of colonial 
yesteryear – Omdurman, Isandlwana, Spioenkop et 
al – little is known outside the Dark Continent of the 
plethora of brushfire and bush wars that occur with 
monotonous regularity. Following the Second World 
War, with the colonial powers, Britain in particular, 
looking to divest themselves of their burdensome 
empires, the ‘winds of change’, fuelled by the Cold 
War, swept through every nook and cranny of the 
continent. 

From Algeria to South Africa, from the Congo 
to Kenya, the continent literally erupted in conflict. 
Butchery and barbarism, under the guise of 
Black Nationalism, became bywords of African 
insurgencies; the tactics of terror, so espoused by 
Chairman Mao, one of the principal backers – in 
competition with Soviet imperialism – of African 
liberation movements, became standard operating 
procedure. 

Africa – the continent that gave the world 
‘pseudo’ counter-terrorist operations as developed 
in Kenya to combat the Mau Mau, the Rhodesian 
Fireforce concept, radical innovations in vehicle 
mine-proofing, South African armour that fought 
the Cubans to a standstill at Cuito Cuanavale in the 
largest continental tank battle since El Alamein, MiG 
and Mirage dogfights over the skies of Angola – is 
not all doom and gloom: it is as rich in its cultural 
diversity as it is in its martial traditions. 

Apart from a colourful array of liberation 
movements, mercenaries, brigands, pirates and 
terrorists, the cast includes such legendary units as 
the King’s African Rifles, the Portuguese Flechas, the 
French Foreign Legion, the Rhodesian Selous Scouts 
and SAS, and the South African Recces, 32 Battalion 
and Koevoet. Africa@War, a ground-breaking series 
concept, studies Africa’s conflicts and military 
players in an informative and entertaining manner, 
examining some of the lesser-known campaigns 
and shedding new light on some of the better-
known operations.
Duncan Rogers
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story of a front cover

When Charles Singleton offered me this 
project I was a little nervous. As a historic 
period, it’s well outside my ‘comfort zone’ 

and the Great Northern War is not a conflict I’m very 
familiar with. However, ever up for a challenge and 
happy to learn more about this period of history 
I agreed and was soon put in touch with Boris. 
Working together (and many emails later!), we 
produced the cover for his book on the Russian 
Army of the Great Northern War. 

Boris wanted the cover image to include Infantry 
in formation, artillery, cavalry and if possible senior 
officers. The scene needed to be eye catching and 
importantly, fill the squarish space available on the 
cover. 

First of all, we needed to agree a scene or 
scenario which might accommodate all these 
elements in a convincing way. Boris sent over images 
of old historic paintings to get the ball rolling. I then 
worked on my first, very crude sketch. Incorporating 
ideas from several of these paintings, the idea of a 
general urging his troops forward with artillery in 
the foreground and cavalry beyond seemed to tick 
all the required boxes. At this stage I had little idea of 
the uniforms or formations, the aim was to establish 
a concept we could all work with. 

Next stage (below) was a slightly more detailed 
drawing, once I had a clearer understanding of 
the uniforms and formations all thanks to the 
information supplied by Boris. After seeing this 
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image, he suggested the addition of some flags 
(which also helped fill some of the sky), and 
straightening my rather wonky pikes. Also, we hadn’t 
thought of the scale of the cannon till this point! 

So more emails to clarify the last details and 
then onto the final drawing.

I’m trying to avoid any nasty, time consuming 
changes once the painting is completed, so I 
annotate everything I can think of to ensure we are 
all agreed and clear about what I’m about to paint.  

Then several days of painting and lots of tea 

follow: I paint using watercolour on stretched paper. 
A hair dryer can help speed up speed up the paint 
drying time.

Once I’d completed the painting I emailed it 
to Charles and Boris for approval. Pleased to say 
everyone was happy! Boris only suggested a couple 
of very small and pleasingly quick amendments... 
you’ll have to see if you can spot what they were 
when the book is published in the Autumn. 
Steve Noon
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It was the American Civil War which first drew me 
into Military History as a boy. American conflicts 
have naturally figured large in film and literature 

and I wanted to see the famous armies march again 
in paper ranks. The Civil and Revolutionary wars 
are great subjects for paperboys and the  buildings 
too lend themselves to simple but effective paper 
modelling. There is already a strong following for 
paper gaming in the USA and I hope they will take 
to our soldiers when they are released later in 2017.

I’m concluding the ‘Battle for Britain’ series in 
Spring 2018 with two Scottish flavoured subjects, 
the Jacobite ’45 rebellion, with ruthless Redcoats and 
romantic Rebels, then the paperboys get back into 
armour for ‘Castle Assault’. This deals with the reign 
of mighty Edward I and his love of castle building 
and besieging. It also covers the armies of the Welsh 
and Scottish wars climaxing at Bannockburn in 
1314. I’ve drawn dozens of castle sieges in my time 
as a children’s book illustrator and I’m really enjoying 
rendering all that in 3D. As well as a modular castle 
which can be made as big and complicated as you 
like since you will be copying the pages, there is all 

the equipment you would need to attack it. Andy 
Callan has the task of making a playable game out of 
it and I’m looking forward to leading my paperboys 
‘Once more unto the breach’.

After that I want to take the boys on a series of 
campaigns that will show off their advantages to 
my fellow Wargamers. The books will have less of 
an educational textual content, and more artwork. 
Where we do buildings, they will probably be in 
separate ‘make from the pages’ books. The rules will 
be a very simple two page set to encourage folks 
who like the soldiers but have never tried a game, to 
have a go. Paperboys are designed for use with any 
current game system, so I suppose you could say 
they will be marching into the mainstream of figure 
gaming. The first subject will be the War of Spanish 
Succession, with the Sun King’s magnificent army 
fighting against Marlborough’s European coalition. 

The Peninsular war has always held a fascination 
for me, so with luck the paperboys will be marching 
over the hills and far away before too long after that 
in their first venture into the Napoleonic era.
Peter Dennis

Paperboys in America
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spotlight on warfare in the victorian age

I am delighted to have been asked 
by Helion to establish and run 
as editor the new Warfare in 

the Victorian Age series. My own 
background as a writer and academic 
is in the study of the British Army 
during this period. Having taken 
on a number of projects for Helion 
that cover this era the opportunity 
to expand this into a full series 
and commission numerous other 
projects is one that I relish. 

The study of anything connected 
with the Victorian Era remains controversial, 
largely due to the fact that the study of this era is 
the study of Empire. In Britain in particular the 
memory of Empire sits uncomfortably with the 
public consciousness. This has perhaps improved 
somewhat in recent years but there remains some 
distance to travel before we can have a sensible 
debate about the good and ills of the Empire. 

This is partly why publishers have traditional 
shied away from the study of the military history 
of this era. Thus the chance to present authors with 
the opportunity to publish their research on military 
topics of the era is one that I am pleased to be able 
to offer. 

Being a British based publisher there is naturally 
a bias towards the military history of the British 
Empire during this period. However it has from my 
earliest conversations with Helion been my desire to 
encompass the military history of the entire globe. 
In short the series will look at the military and naval 
history of any conflict within the Victorian Era. 

There will be several types of book in this 
series. Firstly there are the books looking at a 
particular campaign or battle of the era. Such 
books will be about 40,000 words in length. 
The aim is to provide something which is 
both accessible and informative. The first of 
this series, a history of the Battle of Majuba 
written by the distinguished historian 
Professor John Laband, is just that and 
has set a high standard and given a useful 
template for the future of this series. Books 
in similar vein are also under commission, 
including the Abyssinian Campaign (1867-

68), the Sieges of Lucknow (1857), the Battle of 
Omdurman (1898), and the Red River Expedition 
(1870). This will hopefully be the mainstay of the 
series.

Alongside this there will also be numerous 
others books that cover the military history the 
era. Alongside general works we hope to have 
regimental histories of the age, mini-biographies 
of General officers, and thematic studies of aspects 
of military life and history. In short the field is wide 
open, and I anticipated many interesting and 
original books.

At present we have fourteen books being 
prepared for the series. Whilst this gives us a good 
basis to work from we are always looking for extra 
titles. If anyone is interested in contributing to the 
series please feel free to contact either Helion via the 
website or myself directly at chrismbrice@yahoo.
com, with a proposed title and to receive further 
information. 
Chris Brice
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Introducing boris megorsky and the Great Northern War

My friends 
and I 
s t a r t e d 

our ‘Preobrazhensky 
Life Guard regiment, 
1709’ group back in 
2003; we had done 
the same regiment 
before in  the 
Napoleonic period 
and now wanted 
something new that had been missing then. Despite 
Peter the Great being one of the most notorious 
figures in Russian history, his era never attracted 
as many reenactors as early 19th century, WW2 or 
Mediaeval did (similar in the miniatures world). So 
we thought we’d step in and do something different 
to what we had done with Napoleonics. First, we 
aimed to study and then represent the drill strictly 
according to period manuals and instructions, at 
least at a platoon level. That meant manoeuvering 
and firing in four- or even six-rank formation – 
something inherited from the 17th century which 
had faded out by the 1800s. Then, we concentrated 
on events in fortresses and castles and naval battles 
– a pleasure that Napoleonic reenactors rarely 
have. We did some historical tracking and 24-hour 
tacticals too, doing our best not to become a ‘classic’ 
reenactment group consisting of a Colonel, Captain, 
NCO, flag bearer and drummer with a couple of 
privates. We all were rank and file when we started 
and after a certain period of time, I and a friend of 
mine were promoted to NCOs – these are still the 
highest ranks in our group. We dreamt of becoming 
a full scale company however challenging that 
sounded and still sounds. Numbers are the issue, 
so we adopted an umbrella approach where we 
invited friendly groups from various locations who 
did not necessarily represent Preobrazhensky but 
who were willing to wear green and red coats (not 
the only possible colours but still typical for Petrine 
foot). Now our formation at bigger events numbers 
20–40 uniformed men from St. Petersburg, Moscow, 
Narva, Riga and other places, and we have pleasure 
in ‘fighting’ our like-minded friends from Sweden 
and Finland who re-enact GNW Caroleans.

As a reenactor, I of course was first interested in 
uniforms and then tactics. This interest eventually 
led me to more academic studies of Petrine siege 
warfare – the theme in which I now specialise. 
Two books (the second in print) books and dozen 

articles have been 
published. 

I am also aware 
of source materials 
and studies on 
the GNW Russian 
military, both old 
and new. This is why I 
thought it was worth 
writing an overview 
book in English that 

would encompass recent results, mine included, 
of various Russian scholars. A lot of new data was 
retrieved after Angus Costam’s ‘Army of Peter the 
Great’ (1993) or Hoglund’s, Salnas’, Bespalov’s ‘GNW 
Sweden’s allies and enemies. Colors and uniforms’ 
(2006) were all published in English! Naturally, the 
language barrier won’t allow a worldwide army of 
1700s period lovers to read it in Tsar Peter’s native 
language, so I hope my book will help.

What is special about the book? The reenactor 
in me wanted to describe, in detail, all the uniforms, 
equipment and weapons that were in use in the 
army, to cover the often overlooked evolution of 
uniforms and also answer odd questions like: how 
did the fashion for grenadier caps evolve? Did they 
wear waistcoats without coats and vice versa? 
Why is it inaccurate to illustrate scalloped pocket 
flaps? There is, of course, a voluminous appendix 
describing known regimental uniform colours.

The scholar in me felt it was interesting to 
compare how tactical instructions and manuals 
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were followed (or not). The combat experiences I 
gathered include not only conventional field battles 
but also sieges, small wars and naval fights. Another 
appendix provides a timeline of the war with (nearly) 
all possible battles in which the Russians took part 
between 1700 and 1721.

The reader in me wanted to share what is now 
the modern view on Peter’s army organisation, of 
Russia’s pre-reform troops and of her efforts to raise 
the new army and navy. The bibliography of over a 
hundred titles gives enough reference for further in-

depth reading. By the way, many of these titles are 
available as downloadable copies (free and legal), so 
I can share them with you if you ask.

The ‘Preobrazhensky Life Guard regiment, 1709’ 
website is: http://peter.petrobrigada.ru/index_e.
htm and the FB page: https://www.facebook.com/
lgpp1709/ 

My articles on academia are at: https://
independent.academia.edu/BorisMegorsky 
Boris Megorsky
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Helion events calendar

7 and 8 October – World Championships, Derby

22 October – SELWG, London

29 October – Fiasco, Leeds

04 November – Crisis, Antwerp

14 October – Western Front Association Durham Branch 
First World War Centenary Conference 

18 November – University Study Day, Wolverhampton

18 and 19 November – Warfare, Reading

25 November – Battleground, Stockton on Tees



Recent and forthcoming Helion titles: August–December 2017
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BULLETS, BOMBS AND POISON GAS
CODE HEL 0749 | ISBN 978-1-9115120-8-0 | £19.95

TITLE

CODE HEL 0803 | ISBN 978-1-911512-66-0 | £29.95

CANADIANS ON THE SOMME, 1916
CODE HEL 0832 | ISBN 978-1-911512-95-0 | £37.50

TITLE

CODE HEL 0802 | ISBN 978-1-911512-65-3 | £25.00
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KILLER BUTTERFLIES 
CODE HEL 0765 | ISBN 978-1-911512-24-0 | £29.95

LUTZEN AND BAUTZEN 
CODE HEL 0768 | ISBN 978-1-911512-27-1 | £29.95

THE ARMY OF JAMES II, 1685-1688 

CODE HEL 0776 | ISBN 978-1-911512-36-3 | £25.00

MARSHAL MALINOVSKII 

CODE HEL 0648 | ISBN 978-1-910777-83-1 | £39.95

A
U
G

U
S
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THE BAVARIAN ARMY DURING THE
THIRTY YEARS WAR, 1618-1648 

CODE HEL 0779 
ISBN 978-1-911512-39-4 | £25.00

THE BLACK BERET: THE HISTORY OF
SOUTH AFRICA’S

 ARMOURED FORCES VOLUME 2
CODE HEL 0780 

ISBN 978-1-911512-40-0 | £35.00

THE ODER FRONT 1945 VOLUME 1 
CODE HEL 0250 

ISBN 978-1-906033-87-3 | £45.00

THE ODER FRONT 1945 VOLUME 2 
CODE HEL 0287 

ISBN 978-1-907677-26-7 | £45.00

WASTED YEARS WASTED LIVES 
VOLUME 2 

CODE HEL 0852 
ISBN 978-1-912174-15-7 | £21.95
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A NEW WAY OF FIGHTING: 
PROFESSIONALISM

CODE HEL 0798  
ISBN 9781911512615 | £25.00

CIVIL WAR LONDON

CODE HEL 0799 
ISBN 9781911512622 | £16.95

EXPERIENCES OF A YOUNG 
BRITISH OFFICER 

CODE HEL 0537 
ISBN 978-1-910294-38-3 | £16.95

ANOTHER BLOODY CHAPTER IN AN
ENDLESS CIVIL WARVOLUME 2

CODE HEL 0742 
ISBN 978-1-911512-01-1 | £25.00

FORTRESS SALOPIA

CODE HEL 0806 
ISBN 9781911512691 | £25.00

S
E
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E
M
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E
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HOT SKIES OVER YEMEN VOLUME 1
CODE HEL 0860 | ISBN 9781912174232 | £16.95

JACK AND HOPIT

CODE HEL 0817 | ISBN 9781911512806 | £16.95

IN THE SHADOW OF BOIS HUGO
CODE HEL 0814 | ISBN 9781911512776 | £16.95

THE POLISH BRIGADE AT NARVIK 1940 

CODE HEL 0769 | ISBN 978-1-911512-28-8 | £19.95
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NAVAL ADVISING AND ASSISTANCE
CODE HEL 0819 

ISBN 978-1-911512-82-0 | £35.00

THE FRENCH ARMY OF THE ORIENT

CODE HEL 0808 
ISBN 9781911512714 | £25.00

TARGET SAIGON VOLUME 1

CODE HEL 0775 
ISBN 9781911512349 | £19.95

ON GLADSMUIR SHALL THE BATTLE BE
CODE HEL 0820 

ISBN 9781911512837 | £25.00

ESMOND THE LOST IDOL

CODE HEL 0839 
ISBN 9781912174027 | £22.50

S
E
P
T
E
M

B
E
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THE TANKS
CODE HEL 0837 

ISBN 9781912174003 | £29.95

WARGAME THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

CODE HEL 0849 
ISBN 9781912174126 | £12.95

WARGAME THE AMERICAN
 REVOLUTIONARY WAR

CODE HEL 0850  
ISBN 9781912174133 | £12.95

TIGERS AT WAR
CODE HEL 0861 

ISBN 9781912174249 | £25.00

WHAT DID YOU DO IN THE GREAT WAR,
 GRANDFATHER

CODE HEL 0840 
ISBN 9781912174034 | £16.95
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A MOST SECRET WAR
CODE HEL 0792 | ISBN 9781911512554 | £35.00

BRAZILIANS AT WAR

CODE HEL 0795 | ISBN 9781911512585 | £19.95

A SCHOOL IN ARMS
CODE HEL 0801 | ISBN 9781911512646 | £25.00

DANISH VOLUNTEERS OF THE WAFFEN SS

CODE HEL 0807 | ISBN 9781911512707 | £49.95

O
C
T
O

B
E
R
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DOOMED BEFORE THE START: THE ALLIED INTERVENTION IN
 NORWAY  1940 VOLUME  2: EVACUATION AND 

FURTHER NAVAL  OPERATIONS
CODE HEL0754 | ISBN 978-1-911512-13-4 | £29.95

‘I WILL NOT SURRENDER THE HAIR OF A HORSE’S TAIL’

CODE HEL 0813 | ISBN 9781911512769 | £29.95

GERHARD FIESELER
CODE HEL 0811 | ISBN 9781911512745 | £25.00

THE LAST IRONSIDES

CODE HEL 0847 | ISBN 9781912174102 | £19.95
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LEND-LEASE AND SOVIET AVIATION
CODE HEL 0767 | ISBN 9781911512264 | £59.95

MOBILE WARFARE FOR AFRICA
CODE HEL0845 | ISBN 978-1-912174-08-9 | £35.00

PETER THE GREAT HUMBLED 
CODE HEL0772 | ISBN 978-1-911512-31-8 | £19.95

PHOENIX – A COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE LUFTWAFFE
1918-1945 VOL 2 

CODE HEL0607 | ISBN 978-1-910777-27-5 | £59.95

O
C
T
O

B
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SOME OTHER AND WIDER DESTINY
CODE HEL 0838 | ISBN 9781912174010 | £29.95

THE 48TH (SOUTH MIDLAND) DIVISION 1908-1919

CODE HEL0791 | ISBN 978-1-911512-54-7 | £29.95

TEENAGE SAFARI
CODE HEL 0830 | ISBN 9781911512936 | £16.95

THE BATTLE OF MAJUBA HILL 

CODE HEL0778 | ISBN 978-1-911512-38-7 | £21.95
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THE BATTLE OF THE SELLE
CODE HEL 0800 

ISBN 9781911512639 | £29.95

THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR VOLUME 3
CODE HEL 0785 

ISBN 9781911512448 | £19.95

THE OTHER NORFOLK ADMIRALS
CODE HEL 0859 

ISBN 9781912174225 | £29.95

THE FORGOTTEN BATTLE OF THE
KURSK SALIENT

CODE HEL 0794 
ISBN 9781911512578 | £49.95

THE PRICE OF THE OATH
CODE HEL 0836 

ISBN 9781911512998 | £16.95

O
C
T
O

B
E
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