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Dear Reader,

Welcome to Military Book News 43, for Spring 
2017.

We’ve decided to give the catalogue a bit of 
a makeover, and have gone for a magazine feel. 
Over the last couple of years Helion has somewhat 
diversified its offer, and we felt the best way to 
highlight what we have available was to move to a 
magazine format.

In this issue of Military Book News, series editor 
Andrew Bamford introduces us to the new ‘Reason 
to Revolution’ book series. R2R covers the period 
1721 to the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815. 
This was an era in which fortress-based strategy 
and linear battles gave way to the nation-in-arms 
and the beginnings of total war. The first book in 
the series, 1756 and 1757: From Lobositz to Leuthen. 
The Journal of Horace St Paul, is already published 
and recounts the adventures of a young English 
man fighting in the Austrian army during the 
Seven Years War. 

Michelle Corbett, Helion’s very own internet 
guardian, introduces the reader to the many ways 
to follow us on the web. Not only do we have a 
Twitter account, but two of our flagship series, 
‘Reason to Revolution’ and ‘Century of the Soldier’ 
have their own dedicated Facebook pages. Both 
are updated regularly with not only the latest 
news from Helion, but links to other related and 
interesting webpages too.

Peter Dennis, the man with the paper soldiers, 
gives people an insight into what he has planned 
for the series and looks ahead to the autumn’s 
releases that cover the American Revolution and 
the American Civil War. Peter has also added a free 
sheet of English Civil War figures to enable the 
gamer to create a camp scene.

We wrap up this edition with a look back to 
some of the events we have attended, as well as 
giving you the dates of the shows we plan to go to 
this year. As some of you will already be aware, we 
are now becoming much more active on the show 
circuit, and look forward to meeting many of you 
in the months ahead!

That’s all for now, I hope you like the new look 
magazine and look forward to catching you again 
in the autumn.

Duncan Rogers
Managing Director of Helion and Company
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Out and about around the shows

In the early part of 2016 Helion took the 
decision to attend wargames shows with 
our trade stand. Many of us in the company 

are wargamers and whilst we attend shows as 
visitors, we’ve never worked at one before.

Our first big show was ‘Warfare’ at Reading in 
November, and we have been on the road pretty 
much ever since.

2017 started in Bournemouth and then we 

travelled up to Newark and on to Abingdon. 
Although we did not have a stand at Salute this 
year, several of the team headed down to London 
Docklands and had a great day out there. 

Andy Miles is our events manager and it’s his 
task to get us booked into events and man the 
stands. Andy has compiled a list of the events we 
are attending this year, and you can find that on 
page 20.

All set to go with the stand all ready for the show down in 
Bournemouth

Andy making last minute checks before the doors open at 
Newark in April.

Our first customer at Newark.

Andrew Bamford, 
editor of the Reason to 
Revolution series and 
Andy Miles behind the 
stand at Newark



Add two HEL-coded (Helion imprint) 
titles to your cart at www.helion.
co.uk. On checkout add the code 
Helion75 when prompted. This will 
deduct 75% off the cheaper of your 

books. Your order can include titles 
not yet published. Complete checkout.
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Out and about around the shows

The night before Salute in London dock lands – the venue- Excel is huge!

A Space Marine welcomes the crowds. The crowds just before the show opens.

Charles Singleton, the editor of our ‘Century of the Soldier’s series was on the 
Warlord Games stand at Salute launching his new book with them.
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The Warlord Games demo game- a refight of Inverlochy February 1645.

The Casemate stand at Salute.

A large scale 
ancients demo 
game using ‘To 
the Strongest’ 
rules.

Helion friends Bicorne were out in force at Salute.

A snapshot of the new ‘battle in a box’ portable game 
from the Perrys.
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Finding the despatch riders

Six years ago my brother Martin Shelley, who 
has a multitude of talents in researching, 
restoring and riding old motorcycles, asked 

me to find out more about Cecil and Alick Burney. 
Martin is an acknowledged expert on Blackburne 
engines. They were made in Surrey by Burney & 
Blackburne, a firm which the Burneys founded in 
1912 and which manufactured motorcycles until 
the brothers joined up as despatch riders in 1914. 
My task was to find out where the Burneys came 
from and what they did during and after the war.

Our first breakthrough came when we 
found the Burneys’ medals and First World War 
photograph albums in an auction. Most of 
the pictures were captioned, and we quickly 
discovered that the Burneys were connected with 
WHL Watson, who published his letters home as 
Adventures of a Despatch Rider in 1915. Watson 
hid the other motorcyclists’ identities under 
nicknames – the Burneys, for example, were 
“the elder Cecil” and “Grimers”. With their service 
records, one by one we traced all of Watson’s 
colleagues. 

The Burneys had neither children nor siblings, 
but most of their colleagues survived the war and 
many had families. We quickly traced Roger, Sue, 
Roselle and David who were surviving children 
of despatch riders, and they gave us enthusiastic 
help and support which played a vital part in the 
next stage of our work.

At the heart of Two Wheels to War is the full 
text of Watson’s book and the photographs from 
the Burneys’ album, but there is much more, 
including photographs by two other despatch 
riders, letters and contemporary accounts by 
several men who served with the Burneys, their 
biographies, and our account of the machinery 
they used and a database of 400 motorcyclists 

who, like the Burneys and Watson, went straight 
from civilian life to fight in France in 1914.

The book launch began on the Two Wheels to 
War stand at the April Classic Motorcycle Show at 
Stafford, which is the biggest event in Europe for 
vintage motorcyclists. We were ably assisted by 
Annice Collett, well-known to VMCC members, 
whose passion for books is only matched by her 
love of vintage motorcycles.

The next event will be a family reunion in May 
at Milestones Museum in Hampshire at which we 
are expecting more than 50 relatives of eleven 
men who served with 5th Signal company in 
1914. We have invited no fewer than six sons and 
daughters and four nieces and nephews! 

Finally we’ve had great support and interest 
from Army motorcyclists, and we’re planning 
to offer the Royal Signals Museum a permanent 
despatch rider display for their Blandford Forum 
base.

Two Wheels to War by Nick and Martin Shelley 
is now available from Helion priced £25.
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www.facebook.
com

www.twitter.com/
helionbooks.

www.facebook.com/CenturyoftheSoldier

www.twitter.
com/ThirdYpres1917 www.twitter.com/

How to join our social media community and enter 
our free book competitions!
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Century of the Soldier – Looking backwards and looking
forwards too

Sometime in 1977 I was dragged 
kicking and screaming to watch 
an English Civil War re-enactment. 

The children’s TV show Blue Peter 
was filming there too, and legendary 
presenter Peter Purvis marched past 
me, smiled at me and promptly placed 
his pike man’s pot on my head. I was 
instantly hooked and the rest as they 
say is history.

A chance meeting with Duncan 
Rogers in 2013, the leading light of 
Helion, led to a discussion of our 
mutual interest in the era of Pike and 
Shot warfare and within a few short weeks, ‘The 
Century of the Soldier’ book series was born.

The series name, ‘Century of the Soldier’ is 
a quote from Italian poet and diplomat Fulvio 
Testi, who made it in 1641 at the height of the 
Thirty Years War. The previous century had been 
dominated by the Italian Wars, the French Wars 
of Religion, the Dutch rebellion against Spanish 
rule and ongoing religious conflict in German. 
The 17th century was to see no respite. The 
dawn of the century was to see Western Europe 
in flames with the continuation of conflict in the 
Low Countries, the Thirty Years War, Civil War in 
the British Isles, Louis XIV’s fight against various 
alliances as he strove to expand the boundaries 
and hegemony of France. The Austrian Habsburgs 
fought against the Ottoman Turks and in Eastern 
Europe Sweden over ran much of Poland and 
Russia started to move to the west. Many of these 
wars were to spill over in one form or another into 
the 18th century.

The demand for soldiers, military commanders 
and the materials of war during this period was 
to see a systemic shift in how martial affairs were 
managed. As costs grew, financial infrastructures 
became increasingly centralized to such as point 
that war was soon to become the business of 
monarchs and national governments, and not the 
preserve of nobility and factions. Armies became 
larger and evolved into permanent institutions. 
Professional officers were in demand regardless 
of nationality and as they worked for new masters 
they were to bring with them the new ways of 
making war.

The series covers all aspects of military history 
from 1618 and the outbreak of the Thirty Years 

War to the end of the Great North War in 
1721, the ‘golden age’ of Pike and Shot 
warfare.

Although the series saw it first 
publication in January 2015, we 
formally launched ‘Century of the 
Soldier’ in the following May at Rowley’s 
House, Shrewsbury with a launch party 
that saw demonstrations, a number of 
papers and of course the Helion book 
stand.

From our first publication in January 
2015 we have so far published a range 
of books on a variety of subjects. The 

first 17 publications have seen works on the 
Royalist army of the Marquis of Montrose, the War 
of the Spanish Succession and the army of James 
IInd. The second half of 2017 and beyond will see 
the series become increasingly international as 
we see the publications of books by Russian and 
Swedish authors.

We support the series in a holistic fashion 
too. We shall be running the third Century of the 
Soldier conference on the 23rd of September this 
year again in Shrewsbury at Rowley’s House. We 
are looking forward to a varied and diverse line 
up of speakers, and the publication of the 2016 
conference proceedings at the conference. We 
are rapidly developing relations with a number 
of extremal partnership organizations including 
the Pike and Shot Society, Chester University and 
Colonel Nicholas Devereux’s regiment, part of the 
English Civil War Society whom we also sponsor.

As we move forward into our third year, I feel 
that we can stand back and look to a future were 
the military developments of the 17th and early 
18th century reaches new audiences and comes 
under fresh appraisal that shows the period as 
one of dynamic change and inovation.

Charles Singleton
Series Editor

If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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2017

Century
of the

Soldier
1618-1721

PAPERS
PETER GAUNT (keynote speaker) - Far and 
Away: fighting, campaigning and travelling 
during the English civil war

SIMON MARSH ‘This Disarmed Multitude’ 
- The Impact of the Lostwithiel Campaign 
on the Earl of Essex’s Army and its 
Reconstitution for Second Newbury

RACHAEL ABBISS ‘Warfare in the 
Wilderness: Indian War of 1688’

LAURENCE SPRING ‘For God’s sake come 
home’ - civilians following the army

KEITH DOWEN ‘Britain and the  
Palatinate 1620 - 1623’

ALAN TURTON - Basing House, the 
Archaeology of the Siege

DAVID FLINTHAM - Wenceslaus Hollar 
& 17th century warfare (useful for all 
Commanders)

JON DAY - ‘Bloodier than Cromwell?  
Michael Jones and the defeat of  
Royalist Ireland 1647-9’

One of the world’s leading specialist publishers and booksellers of military history
www.helion.co.uk   0121 705 3393   info@helion.co.uk helionbooks

blog.helion.co.uk

SATURDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER, 9am–5pm

ROWLEY’S HOUSE, BARKER STREET, 
SHREWSBURY, SY1 1QH

CENTURY
SOLDIEROF

THE

To order your tickets please go to www.helion.co.uk/centuryofthesoldier,  
email Charles Singleton (charlesjsingleton@yahoo.co.uk) or call 0121 705 3393

Helion and Company are proud 
to announce the third Century of 
the Soldier conference. This year’s 
conference is being supported by the 
Pike and Shot Society and once again 
we will be at Rowley’s House, Chester 
University’s education hub at the 
heart of historic Shrewsbury. This year 
will see The Cromwell Association, 
The Battlefields Trust and the British 
Civil Wars Regimental wiki research 
team come and join us on the day. 

We shall be joined at lunchtime by 
members of Col. Nicholas Devereux’s 

regiment who will be giving a brief 
demonstration of the exercise of 
arms, and we are delighted to be 

joined by Professor Peter Gaunt 
of Chester University as our 
keynote speaker who will open 
the conference. 

The end of session plenary will 
be hosted by Professor Malcolm 
Wanklyn. Once again, we have a 
wide range of papers covering a 
variety of topics, and many of the 
delegates will be publishing with 
Helion. It is intended that the day will 
offer a stimulating and informative 
environment, facilitating research 
and promoting interest in this most 
important and fascinating of wars in 
Britain’s past. 

The theme of this year’s conference 
is ‘Home and Away. The British 
Experience of War 1618-1721’, and we 
will be launching new publications 
on the day with special introductory 
offers. Drinks will be available through 
the day and a buffet lunch will be 
provided.

NEW RELEASES AVAILABLE  
AT INTRODUCTORY PRICES

TICKETS: £30 PER PERSON     Tickets include lunch and unlimited drinks throughout the day.
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Paper Soldiers on the march

In his wonderful and lavish book ‘Paper Soldiers’ 
Edward Ryan describes the origins of paper 
military figures in Strasbourg towards the 

end of the 18th century and its flowering in the 
Imagerie d’Epinal in the 19th century. The Epinal 
figures had a wonderful period style and a 
Second Empire swagger. I first encountered them 
in the Paris Army museum as a teenager, and I 
never forgot their impact. In fact I set to work 
straight away to try and make some Napoleonic 
paper flats, but they were hopelessly delicate and 
as I was hand painting each one it was rather a 
pointless exercise. I found some of those early 
attempts recently, in a forgotten box in the 
garage.

More than 40 years later I chanced on a 
folding method which revived my interest. Within 
10 minutes of the discovery I had made the first 
simple mode. Not that others hadn’t been at work 
in the paper field. Billy Bones workshop had made 
some English civil war stand-ups, and later a really 
avant garde American Civil War set using old 
monochrome photographs. Attractive as these 
are, they didn’t do the job for me.

What I wanted was a system which would 
match in two dimensions the wonderful 3D metal 
and plastic figures made by the likes of my pals 
the Perry twins. Wargames Armies normally face 
up to each other across a table then set off for 
some frontal contact, so it was clear to me that my 
paper figures had to be seen from the front, and 
of course, unlike the Epinal paperies, the back.

I set about making stands of English civil war 

figures, without considering them as anything 
other than a personal thing. I had some out 
on the table when Duncan Rogers and Charles 
Singleton came to Dennis towers on another 
mission altogether, and the link was made with 
Helion books. 

It seems to me that if ever paper soldiers 
can make a return to our games, with the good 
and relatively cheap methods of reproduction 
available to everybody today and a sympathetic 
publisher like Duncan, now is their time.

So what’s so great about our paper figures?
Wargaming is an expensive hobby. Even in 
plastic, individual infantry figures cost around 
50 pence each, much more in metal. Then there’s 
paint, brushes and all the craft paraphernalia 
needed to get them to the wargame table. Once 
you have the book, with its copyright free pages 
of artwork, even at commercial copying rates the 
cost of a regiment is similar to that of a single 3D 
figure. Scissors and glue are needed of course, 
but you can start up in wargaming for … well, 
peanuts. The books also include terrain items, 
houses, fences and trees which means that you 
only need a playing surface to get battling. Andy 
Callan’s rules all have a starter version so that 
even if you’ve never played a wargame before 
you should have no difficulty.

The stands of figures (all modern big battle 
games use groups of figures on a single base) are 
surprisingly durable. The layer of glue between 
the front and back sheets makes them stiff and 
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being very light they can be hurled across the 
room by a frustrated general and come to no 
harm. Try that with a conventional wargames 
army….well, don’t, obviously.

It’s possible to represent the troops in the 
correct number of ranks, or at least to field a 
more convincing mass than the widely spaced 3D 
figures. Men overlap in their lines, and the ranks 
behind are in close lockstep creating that look 
familiar from period paintings and engravings. 
They are only flats, of course, but they work 
somehow and we see them play the part of 
soldiers very convincingly on the wargame table.

‘Roman invasion’ and a naval episode,  ‘Armada 
1588’, are now available. The autumn will bring 
two American subjects and a new series, ‘Battle in 
America’ with the Civil War and the Revolutionary 
war. In the spring of 2018 we intend to bring 
the Battle for Britain series to a conclusion with 

‘Castles and Kings’ which will cover the great helm 
period up to Bannockburn and will contain the 
makings of a modular lime-washed castle model 
and siege equipment as well as field armies. The 
’45 rebellion, my first subject for Paper soldiers 
will be revisited in style as a fitting last subject in 
the series. 

We hope to bring out a book of profile models 
of the Trafalgar fleets designed by Florian Richter 
in spring 18 and if that is well received Duncan 
may be persuaded to publish more profile models 
of popular naval periods

 After that I’m going to follow my interests 
through whatever periods take my fancy, starting 
with Louis XIV’s mighty army and the War of 
Spanish Succession. That A-line silhouette is 
perfect for the paperboys, and the wigs … I do 
love a big wig.
Peter Dennis
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Introducing ‘From Reason to Revolution’

A little over a year ago, I was approached by 
Helion with a suggestion that I might like 
to work with them to set up a new book 

series covering the military history of the long 
eighteenth century. To say that I jumped at the 
chance would be an understatement. Now, after 
a lot of preparation, the first titles in that series are 
almost ready to be launched.

Traditionally, publishers have reserved their 
attentions for the end of the period in question, 
namely the Napoleonic Wars, and, even within 
that, the focus has been on a few particular 
events. It would probably be fair to say, for 
example, that there are more books published 
each year on Waterloo than on the whole of the 
French Revolutionary Wars. For material covering 
the years prior to 1789 the pickings have been 
slim indeed, at least relative to the following 
quarter-century. Although my own work as an 
author has, to date, been on the British Army and 
its campaigns during the Napoleonic Wars, this 
has largely been dictated by the direction of my 
original academic research and subsequently 
by the preferences of publishers. My interest in 
the high eighteenth century, the era of the War 
of the Austrian Succession, the Seven Years War, 
and the struggle for American independence, 
was restricted to finding an outlet in historical re-
enactment and some light dabbling in wargaming. 
I knew, as well, that I was not the only one to feel 
this frustration and that there were several other 
would-be authors of my acquaintance struggling 
to get their research on eighteenth century topics 
into print. What I did not realise, until we started 
putting the series together, was how much more 
unpublished research was out there, waiting for a 
publisher to come along.

In putting the series together, we had no 
difficulty in picking a start-date as the intention 
was always to dovetail with the existing ‘Century 
of the Soldier’ series running from c.1618-1721, of 
which ‘From Reason to Revolution’ will be a close 
twin in terms of format and approach. Choosing 
an end-date was a little more problematic, and 
the initial thought was to end with the Peace of 
Amiens in 1801. This, however, increasingly came 
to feel like an artificial cut-off, needlessly breaking 
the continuity of themes between the French 
Revolutionary Wars and the Napoleonic Wars, 
and so we ultimately chose to extend coverage 
to 1815. This allows for a full examination of the 
changes in warfare, politics, and society that give 

the series its name: from fortress-based strategy 
and linear battles to the nation-in-arms and the 
beginnings of total war and covering along the 
way the campaigns of Saxe, Frederick, Wolfe, 
Washington, Napoleon, and Wellington.

Like ‘Century of the Soldier’, the series 
contains a mix of conventional monographs 
and smaller, more heavily illustrated, titles in our 
Falconet paperback format. Within that, looking 
at titles already in production or preparation, 
we have battle studies, organisational histories, 
and uniform studies as well as several collections 
of eyewitness material. The latter, currently 
stretching in scope from the outbreak of the Seven 
Years War to the Battle of Waterloo, includes both 
newly-unearthed sources, accounts translated 
from other languages (including some fascinating 
Russian material), and re-issued English-language 
classics. In all cases, the original material is 
accompanied by notes and commentary by 
experts on the conflicts in question.

In both the eyewitness accounts and the 
modern studies commissioned for the series, we 
have been keen to ensure that coverage is given 
to less well-known armies and campaigns as well 
as the usual big-name suspects. So we have, for 
example, uniform studies of the Dutch, Saxon, 
and Spanish armies currently under development, 
all of them bringing out new information not 
previously available in English. The campaigns 
of the 1740s, often overshadowed by those of 
the Seven Years War, are the subject of several 
forthcoming titles beginning with a new study of 
the fighting at Prestonpans in 1745 out later this 
year which will be followed in 2018 by the first 
of several works on the battle sin Flanders and 
Germany. In similar fashion, we will be looking 
at the campaigns of the 1790s in as much detail 
as the better-known battles of the following two 
decades, with titles due out over the next twelve 
months covering actions in Europe, Egypt, and 
the West Indies as well as the war at sea.

Naturally, there are still areas that we are still 
seeking to cover, and gaps that need to be filled. 
Anyone interested in contributing to the series 
themselves is most welcome to contact me at 
andrewbamford18@gmail.com to discuss their 
ideas.

Andrew Bamford
Series & Commissioning Editor

www.helion.co.uk | 0121 705 3393
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The Battle for Heraklion. Crete 1941.

The campaign revealed through Allied and 
Axis accounts by Yannis Prekatsounakis

The book The Battle for Heraklion, Crete 1941 
is an attempt to write for the first time the 
complete story of the battle. When I started 

my research, the greatest difficulty that I met was the 
lack of a comprehensive and complete narrative of 
the battle. The numerous accounts of the people who 
fought in Heraklion very often made this problem 
even worse by referring to specific incidents, limited 
in space and time, many times without identifying 
either of those two factors and certainly without 
placing each account at the appropriate place in the 
general story of the battle. 

My primary aim was to create a solid frame of 
the evolution of the battle, in order for each account 
and each new find from my research to be placed 
accordingly, so filling the gaps in the story. Having 
created a map of the order of battle in its various 
stages it was eventually possible to create the frame 
where everything could be placed and this work 
finally evolved into a comprehensive and detailed 
history. 

By working this way, I was astonished when 
I realised that accounts from different sources or 
even from the other side were in total agreement 
and most of the times complementary to each 
other. I was even able to find out who killed whom 
in some cases. Finally it was possible to present the 
story of the battle in the most complete way so far. 
New information emerged both from well-known 
and previously unpublished pictures, derived from 
original research. 

I was able to get in contact with or find the 
accounts of German veterans and of course to 
gather, with the help of Constantinos E. Mamalakis, 
the testimonies of the Cretan fighters and the Greek 
soldiers, whose stories had been totally ignored in 
the literature about the battle. I was able to hear or 
read from the people who fought in Heraklion, what 
it was like to jump from a plane under heavy enemy 
gun-fire with your comrades being killed next to you. 
I learned also what it was like to see the sky full of 
parachutes and in just a few moments to find yourself 
involved in heavy fighting against the strange 
looking invaders falling from the sky. 

The most difficult part for me was the story of the 
street fighting in the town of Heraklion. No one knew 
exactly what had happened there, nor was it possible 
to find any official reports, German or Allied, telling 
the whole story. By studying each account street by 

Fig. 2 After lengthy research , the identity of the specific plane 
was spotted as the G6+EK, leading to the discovery of the 
names of the men on board.

www.helion.co.uk | 0121 705 3393
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Fig.1 A Ju-52 going down in flames near the airfield of 
Heraklion. A well known picture from the battle but without 
any information until now about the specific plane or the men 
on board.

Fig. 3 Feldwebel Günther Gottschald originally served with 
14./Inf Rgt 102 before volunteering for the paratroopers. 
He was from the town of Plauen/Sachsen. One of the men 
on board Ju-52 G6+EK, he remained unidentified and was 
listed as MIA. His father was the town’s senior police officer. 
He placed an advertisement in a newspaper after the war 
requesting information on circumstances surrounding his 
son’s death. This was because the letter he received from the 
C.O. of 14th Company, Hauptmann Grassmel, was not very 
detailed. (Courtesy Shaun Winkler)



street, building by building, I was finally able to tell 
the story of the fight in the town for the first time, 
covering all the participating sides in great detail, 
even down to the level of the individual fighters. 

The work on the battlefield gave me the chance 
to identify the exact places where each fight or 
incident happened. I was able to create ‘Then and 
Now’ comparisons validating my research in many 
cases, while the personal stories and accounts give 
a vivid and credible way of telling the story of the 
battle. Each story is presented with accounts and 
pictures (400 in total) offering the reader a first-hand 
narrative of the battle.

The 27 maps included in the book, are both 
detailed and easy to understand. They have 
been placed in the relevant chapters or sections, 
complementing the text. 

If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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Fig. 4 A map with the routes followed by the paratroopers into 
the town. The main buildings/places where street fighting took 
place are also marked in this map. This is actually the first time 
that a complete map of the fight in the town can be presented.

Fig. 5 A hand drawn map of the fight into the town, made by 
an eyewitness Greek who took part in the fighting.

Fig. 6 A ‘then and now’ view of the area south-west of the 
airfield where the picture of the hit Ju-52 was taken.

Fig. 7 A parachute drop of an antitank Pak-35 gun, at the area 
east of the airfield, very close to the command post of the 1st 
Paratrooper Regiment.

Fig. 8 The same area today.

Fig. 9 Paratroopers’ graves in the area east of the airfield. Fig. 10 The same spot today.



The Helion event list for 2017

28-May Vanquish Bourne End
Bourne End Community Centre, Wakeman Road, 
Buckinghamshire, SL8 5SX

03-Jun
Western Front Association 
President’s Conference 2017

Birmingham
Tally Ho Conference Centre in Edgbaston, 
Birmingham

11-Jun Broadside Sittingbourne
Swallows Liesure Centre, Central Avenue, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 4NT

17-Jun Phalanx St.Helens
The Sutton Community & Liesure Centre, Elton 
Head Road, St.Helens

18-Jun Valhalla Farnborough
Farnborough Community Centre (Elles Hall), off 
Meudon Avenue, Farnborough, GU14 7LE

24-Jun Military History Live Leicester  

1st & 2nd Jul Battlegroup South Bovington Camp  

16-Jul Joy of Six Sheffield
Sheffield Hallam University, City Campus, Howard 
Street, Sheffield S1 1WB

05-Aug Claymore Edinburgh Edinburgh College Granton Campus

12-13th Aug ECW Weekend Brampton Bryan  

11th-13th Aug BHGS Manchester
The Barnes Wallis Building, University of 
Manchester, M1 3NL

13-Aug IPMS Avon Thornbury
Thornbury Leisure Centre, Alveston Hill, 
Thornbury, South Gloucestershire, BS35 3JB

16-Sep Colours TBC Newbury THE RACECOURSE, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 7NZ

23-Sep
Century of the Soldier 
Conference

Shrewsbury Rowley’s House

7 & 8 Oct World Championships TBC Derby
Castle Donington International Exhibition Centre, 
Castle Donington, Derby, DE74 2RP

22-Oct SELWG London
Crystal Palace National Sports Centre, Ledrington 
Road, London, SE19 2BB

29-Oct Fiasco TBC Leeds Armouries Drive, Leeds LS10 1LT

04-Nov Crisis Antwerp
HANGAR 29 Waagnatie, Rijnkaai 150, 2000 
Antwerpen

18-Nov University Study Day Wolverhampton  

18 & 19  Nov Warfare Reading
Rivermead Leisure Centre, Richfield Ave, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 8EQ

www.helion.co.uk | 0121 705 3393
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THE WAR FOR AFRICA
12 MONTHS THAT TRANSFORMED A CONTINENT
Fred Bridgland

This classic account of the Angolan Civil War, in many ways a microcosm 
of the Cold War, is released in a new edition with a new preface and 
epilogue. The book looks at the momentous consequences of the confl ict 
across Africa. 

May 2017 • 9781612004921 • HARDBACK • £25.00

LUFTWAFFE IN COLOUR 
VOLUME 2 • FROM GLORY TO DEFEAT 1942-1945
Christophe Cony & Jean-Louis Roba

With nearly 400 images, this volume contains fascinating material on 
the machines of the Luftwa¡ e and the men who fl ew them, as their fate 
took an increasingly grim path. In this painstakingly pieced together 
collection, the full detail behind the propaganda is once more revealed, 
in rare colour photographs.

June 2017 • 9781612004556 • PAPERBACK • £19.99

THREE IN THIRTEEN
THE STORY OF A MOSQUITO NIGHT FIGHTER ACE
Roger Dunsford with Geoff Coughlin

This is a fascinating account of how Joe Singleton became an expert night 
fi ghter pilot in WWII, culminating in him shooting down three German 
planes in thirteen minutes. Flying in a Mosquito with the use of onboard 
radar technology, Joe Singleton was fl ying at one of the most exciting 
times in aviation history.

Available Now • 9781612004402 • HARDBACK • £19.99

SPECIAL FORCES BERLIN
CLANDESTINE COLD WAR OPERATIONS OF THE US ARMY’S 
ELITE, 1956-1990
James Stejskal

It is a little-known fact that during the Cold War, two U.S. Army Special 
Forces detachments were stationed far behind the Iron Curtain in West 
Berlin. This account is written by a veteran of the unit, James Stejskal, 
and explains what the unit did to maintain security against a possible 
Soviet invasion.

Available Now • 9781612004440 • HARDBACK • £25.00

James Stejskal

It is a little-known fact that during the Cold War, two U.S. Army Special 

NEW & FORTHCOMING 
MILITARY HISTORY
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AFRICA@WAR: PORTUGUESE COMMANDOS 
CODE HEL0696 | ISBN 978-1-911096-32-0  | £16.95

AFRICA@WAR: THE PARAS 
CODE HEL0788 | ISBN 978-1-911512-48-6  | £16.95

APPROACH TO BATTLE 
CODE HEL0715 | ISBN 978-1-911096-51-1  | £25.00

CHILDREN AND WAR PAST AND PRESENT VOLUME 2 
CODE HEL0740 | ISBN 978-1-911096-91-7  | £35.00
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If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.

21

LATIN AMERICA@WAR: PLAYA GIRON 
CODE HEL0667 

ISBN 978-1-911096-02-3  | £19.95

MIDDLE EAST@WAR: 
THE IRAN-IRAQ  WAR VOL 2 

CODE HEL0721 
ISBN 978-1-911096-57-3  | £19.95

THE BATTLE FOR HERAKLION. 
CRETE 1941 

CODE HEL0697 
ISBN 978-1-911096-33-7  | £29.95

THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER 
CODE HEL0611 

ISBN 978-1-910777-31-2  | £25.00

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

THEY CALLED IT SHELL SHOCK 
CODE HEL0699 

ISBN 978-1-911096-35-1  | £25.00

VAKHMISTROV’S CIRCUS 
CODE HEL0739 

ISBN 978-1-911096-75-7  | £21.95
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LOBOSITZ TO LEUTHEN 
CODE HEL0731 

ISBN 978-1-911096-67-2 | £37.50

BATTLE FOR ANGOLA 
CODE HEL0705 

ISBN 978-1-911096-41-2 | £35.00

BATTLE FOR BRITAIN:
ROMAN INVASION AD43 

CODE HEL0744 
ISBN 978-1-911512-03-5 | £12.95

BATTLE FOR BRITAIN: 
SPANISH ARMADA 

CODE HEL0745 
ISBN 978-1-911512-04-2 | £12.95

BRITAIN’S CIVILIAN ARMIES 
IN WORLD WAR II 

CODE HEL0695 
ISBN 978-1-911096-31-3 | £19.95

MINERS AT WAR 1914-1919 
CODE HEL0713 

ISBN 978-1-911096-49-8 | £35.00



If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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MAGYAR WARRIORS VOLUME 2 
CODE HEL0657 

ISBN 978-1-910777-92-3 | £49.95

THE MONGOL CONQUESTS 
CODE HEL0636 

ISBN 978-1-910777-71-8 | £25.00

TOWARDS A WIDER WAR 
CODE HEL0700 

ISBN 978-1-911096-36-8 | £45.00

A TASTE OF SUCCESS
CODE HEL0704 

ISBN 978-1-911096-40-5 | £29.95

BLOOD IN THE FOREST
CODE HEL0747 

ISBN 978-1-911512-06-6 | £25.00

BRITAIN’S QUEST FOR OIL
CODE HEL0748 

ISBN 978-1-911512-07-3 | £29.95



www.helion.co.uk | 0121 705 3393

24

M
A

R
C

H

CONFRONTING CASE BLUE
CODE HEL0707 | ISBN 978-1-911096-43-6 | £45.00

DIRTY WAR
CODE HEL0753 | ISBN 978-1-911512-12-7 | £21.95

FRIENDS ARE GOOD ON THE DAY OF BATTLE 
CODE HEL0718 | ISBN 978-1-911096-54-2 | £29.95

GATOR ON THE RISE 
CODE HEL0709 | ISBN 978-1-911096-45-0 | £29.95



If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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HONORING THOSE THEY LED 
CODE HEL0763 

SBN 978-1-911512-22-6 | £59.95

MIDDLE EAST@WAR: 
WINGS OVERSINAI 

CODE HEL0725 
ISBN 978-1-911096-61-0 | £19.95

UNFAILING GALLANTRY: 
8TH (REGULAR) DIVISION 

IN THEGREAT WAR 
CODE HEL0626 

ISBN 978-1-910777-61-9 | £29.95

FOUR FLAGS, THE ODYSSEY OF A PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER
PART 2 

CODE HEL0789 | ISBN 978-1-911512-49-3 | £19.95
TWO WHEELS TO WAR 

CODE HEL0722 | ISBN 978-1-911096-58-0 | £25.00
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M
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Y

AN ARMY OF BRIGADIERS 
CODE HEL0741 

ISBN 978-1-911512-00-4 | £29.95

CHIG
CODE HEL0774 

ISBN 978-1-911512-33-2 | £25.00

CROMWELL’S BUFFOON 
CODE HEL0752 

ISBN 978-1-911512-11-0 | £25.00

DIVIDED LOYALTY 
CODE HEL0728 

ISBN 978-1-911096-64-1 | £19.95

DUTY NOBLY DONE: SWB AT GALLIPOLI 
CODE HEL0758 

ISBN 978-1-911512-17-2 | £29.95

FLIGHT OF THE DRAGON 
CODE HEL0712 

ISBN 978-1-911096-48-1 | £16.95



If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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GLORIES TO USELESS HEROISM 
CODE HEL0760 

ISBN 978-1-911512-19-6 | £19.95

HEY FOR OLD ROBIN! 
CODE HEL0762 

ISBN 978-1-911512-21-9 | £25.00

REMINISCENCES 1808-1815 UNDER WELLINGTON 
CODE HEL0773 | ISBN 978-1-911512-32-5 | £25.00

THE BUDAPEST OPERATION 
(29 OCTOBER  1944-13 FEBRUARY 1945) 

CODE HEL0782 | ISBN 978-1-911512-42-4 | £45.00

LATIN AMERICA@WAR: 
THE 100 HOUR WAR 

CODE HEL0714 
ISBN 978-1-911096-50-4 | £19.95
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ANOTHER BLOODY CHAPTER IN AN ENDLESS CIVIL WAR
VOLUME 2

CODE HEL0742 | ISBN 978-1-911512-01-1 | £25.00

BANDIT MENTALITY 
CODE HEL0743 | ISBN 978-1-911512-02-8 | £19.95

BEST LOVE TO ALL RIGBY-JONES 
CODE HEL0746 | ISBN 978-1-911512-05-9 | £25.00

BRAVE AS A LION 
CODE HEL0560 | ISBN 978-1-910294-61-1 | £29.95



If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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JU
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BULLETS, BOMBS AND POISON GAS 
CODE HEL0749 

ISBN 978-1-911512-08-0 | £19.95

CHURCHILL’S SECRET WAR WITH LENIN 
CODE HEL0751 

ISBN 978-1-911512-10-3 | £29.95

DUBNO 1941 
CODE HEL0639 

ISBN 978-1-910777-74-9 | £35.00

EXPERIENCES OF A YOUNG 
BRITISH OFFICER 

CODE HEL0537 
ISBN 978-1-910294-38-3 | £16.95

FAR DISTANT SHIPS
CODE HEL0755 

ISBN 978-1-911512-14-1 | £25.00

IMPERIAL BAYONETS 
CODE HEL0764 

ISBN 978-1-911512-23-3 | £25.00
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KILLER BUTTERFLIES 
CODE HEL0765 | ISBN 978-1-911512-24-0 | £25.00

LOST OPPORTUNITY – BATTLE OF THE ARDENNES 1914 
CODE HEL0706 | ISBN 978-1-911096-42-9 | £35.00

LUTZEN AND BAUTZEN 
CODE HEL0768 | ISBN 978-1-911512-27-1 | £35.00

MARSHAL MALINOVSKII 
CODE HEL0648 | ISBN 978-1-910777-83-1 | £39.95



If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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THE POLISH BRIGADE AT NARVIK 1940 
CODE HEL0769 | ISBN 978-1-911512-28-8 | £19.95

PASSCHENDAELE: 103 DAYS IN CODE HELL
CODE HEL0771 | ISBN 978-1-911512-30-1 | £25.00

PETER THE GREAT HUMBLED 
CODE HEL0772 | ISBN 978-1-911512-31-8 | £19.95

PHOENIX - A COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE LUFTWAFFE
1918-1945 VOL 2 

CODE HEL0607 | ISBN 978-1-910777-27-5 | £59.95
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POURING WITH RAIN – TROOPS FED UP:
 BRITISH SECOND ARMY AND THE 

LIBERATION OFFENSIVE IN 
FLANDERS 1918

CODE HEL0719 
ISBN 978-1-911096-55-9 | £29.95

THE ARMY OF JAMES II, 1685-1688 
CODE HEL0776 

ISBN 978-1-911512-36-3 | £21.95

THE BATTLE OF KURSK 
NEW PERSPECTIVES 

CODE HEL0777 
ISBN 978-1-911512-37-0 | £35.00

THE BATTLE OF MAJUBA HILL 
CODE HEL0778 

ISBN 978-1-911512-38-7 | £21.95

THE BAVARIAN ARMY DURING THE
THIRTY YEARS WAR, 1618-1648 

CODE HEL0779 
ISBN 978-1-911512-39-4 | £25.00

THE IASI—KISHINEV OPERATION, 20
29 AUGUST 1944 

CODE HEL0783 
ISBN 978-1-911512-43-1 | £45.00



If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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UNDERSTANDING THE YPRES SALIENT 
CODE HEL0790 

ISBN 978-1-911512-50-9 | £16.95

A SEEKER AFTER TRUTHS 
CODE HEL0841 

ISBN 978-1-912174-04-1 | £25.00

CANADIANS ON THE SOMME, 1916
CODE HEL0832 

ISBN 978-1-911512-95-0 | £37.50

DOOMED BEFORE THE START: THE
ALLIED INTERVENTION IN NORWAY 
1940 VOLUME  2: EVACUATION AND 

FURTHER NAVAL  OPERATIONS
CODE HEL0754 

ISBN 978-1-911512-13-4 | £29.95

FAITH IN CONFLICT
CODE HEL0804 

ISBN 978-1-911512-67-7 | £25.00

FORGOTTEN VICTORIAN GENERALS 
CODE HEL0600 

ISBN 978-1-910777-20-6 | £35.00
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34

JU
LY

HIMMLER’S FAVOURITE VOLUME 1 
CODE HEL0515 

ISBN 978-1-909982-94-9 | £69.95

LEND-LEASE AND SOVIET AVIATION 
IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

CODE HEL0767 
ISBN 978-1-911512-26-4 | £59.95

MOBILE WARFARE FOR AFRICA
CODE HEL0845 

ISBN 978-1-912174-08-9 | £35.00

NAVAL ADVISING AND ASSISTANCE
CODE HEL0819 

ISBN 978-1-911512-82-0 | £35.00

TARGET SAIGON 1973-75 VOLUME 1 
CODE HEL0775 

ISBN 978-1-911512-34-9 | £19.95

THE 48TH (SOUTH MIDLAND) DIVISION
 1908-1919

CODE HEL0791 
ISBN 978-1-911512-54-7 | £29.95



If you can’t find what you’re looking for, please contact us directly and we will do our best to help you.
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THE BLACK BERET: THE HISTORY OF
SOUTH AFRICA’S

 ARMOURED FORCES VOLUME 2
CODE HEL0780 

ISBN 978-1-911512-40-0 | £55.00

THE ODER FRONT 1945 VOLUME 1 
CODE HEL0250 

ISBN 978-1-906033-87-3 | £45.00

THE ODER FRONT 1945 VOLUME 2 
CODE HEL0287 

ISBN 978-1-907677-26-7 | £45.00

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WIRE 
VOLUME 3 

CODE HEL0787 
ISBN 978-1-911512-47-9 | £45.00

WASTED YEARS WASTED LIVES 
VOLUME 2 

CODE HEL0852 
ISBN 978-1-912174-15-7 | £21.95
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TANKS
FIRST WORLD WAR

A NEW SET OF DIGITAL 
ILLUSTRATIONS FROM 
BATTLEFIELD DESIGN 

NOW AVAILABLE AS  
PREMIUM QUALITY 

A3 PRINTS

£30 EACH OR
BOTH FOR £45

(+P&P)

MkA Whippet

Renault FT

ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.BATTLEFIELD-DESIGN.CO.UK
OR EMAIL STORE@BATTLEFIELD-DESIGN.CO.UK
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